
Off to a Great            

Start 

We have had a great start to the           
2018-2019 school year. Students have 

settled in and are working hard.  

  

Parent-Teacher Conferences  Parent conferences are scheduled for Thursday, November 21 (4:00-8:10 PM) and Friday,           
November 22 (11:50 AM – 4:00 PM).  Both days will be ½ days for students with walker/student pick-ups being dismissed at 
11:05 AM and bus students released at 11:15 AM.   AM Pre-K students should be picked up at 10:45 AM on these two days.   
Information about conferences will be sent out in the next couple of weeks.  

PIVOT Our District has once again partnered with PIVOT, formerly Alcohol and Substance Abuse Council of Jefferson County, to 

provide our students with a Character Education program.  Our students will learn social skills and communication skills, along 

with other strategies, to help them make safe and practical decisions.   Embedded in this program are strategies to prevent and 

deal with bullying.  Please feel comfortable to contact teachers, staff or administration if you ever feel the need for us to         

investigate and deal with a bullying situation.   

Halloween Parade   Our annual Halloween parade will be held on Thursday, October 31.  The time of the parade will be        

10:00 AM.  It will be held outside in the front loop if the weather cooperates.  Our plan the rest of the day will include a balance 

of educational activities and the traditional Halloween festivities in the classrooms.   We will conduct a normal dismissal that 

day. 

Dress for the weather  As the seasons start to change, please see that your child is properly dressed for the elements.            

Classes continue to go outside during the winter months.  

 

September 30-October 4 was Sprit week in the elementary buildings.  We had great participation for each day and the week 
culminated with all of our students wearing their very own, We are all Lions t-shirts.  I have attached a copy of the entire “Lion 
Family” at BGP! 

Joseph O’Donnell 

Principal 

Fall 2019 

 



   We’re off to a great start in third grade this year! We had a near perfect         

attendance for Open House and want to thank everyone for attending.   We 

have been graphing and learning about place value in math. In ELA, we’ve 

been enjoying the book, Third Grade Angels by Jerry Spinelli.  Also, the        

students really enjoy our reading groups and hands-on center activities.   

      Our classes enjoyed a visit from Mrs. Widrick from the Jefferson Historical 

Society.  We participated in a presentation called “School Days” and learned 

about the differences and similarities in schools from over a century ago.    

They loved looking at the various artifacts and were quite outraged by the     

discipline policies from long ago!  

      

Please remember to check your child’s planner nightly and remove any   
completed work.   Finally, please remember to have your child study addition 
and subtraction facts.  The third grade classes will be starting multiplication 
very soon.  Thank you for your help and support.   
 

The Third Grade Team 

 Mrs. Delano 

Mr. Orcesi 

Mr. Finley 

Mrs. Cantwell 

Mrs. Nortz 

Ms. Edwards  

 Mrs. Ketcham 



4th grade is off to a busy and exciting start. Our students are doing a 
wonderful job getting used to new faces and routines. We are all        
excited for a great year! 

In Math, we have been learning about place value as well as reviewing 
addition and subtraction.  Please encourage your child to practice their 
math facts at home as this is a very important step in achieving        
success in 4th grade math.  

In ELA and Social Studies, we are learning about the Haudenosaunee 
way of life.  Students are learning about the first people of New York 
and how their lives were much different than our own. Students also 
enjoyed learning about New York’s geography and taking a virtual tour 
of our state with Google Earth. 

Notes in the planner and email are great ways to communicate with us. 
The weekly newsletter is a great resource for keeping up-to-date on 
4th grade classroom events. If you have any comments or concerns, 
please feel free to contact us.  We look forward to meeting with all of 
you during Parent-Teacher conferences in November. 

The Fourth Grade Team 

Mrs. Ahlheim, Mrs . Hunt, Mrs. Nichols, Mrs. Moore, Mrs. Paige, 

Mrs. Comins, Ms. Johnson, and Mrs. Sampson 



Reading  
Reading is something that, indeed, you get better at if you practice.  It does not matter 

what your child is encouraged to read as long as they are spending time daily reading 
something.  We have begun assigning one non-fiction homework passage weekly. The first 
day of the week it is passed out, and it is due 2 days later with the questions done.  Other 
days students can read whatever they wish!   

In class we introduced the novel Esperanza Rising with a little spin on fair versus     
unfair.  We will tie this in with the storyline and character development as we read and learn 
how Esperanza’s life changed as she immigrated to the United States from Mexico in the 
1930s.  Students will put themselves in the character’s shoes and have to decide what they 
would do and how they would react. 

Please have conversations with your son or daughter about Esparanza’s adventure.  It 
is accessible on YouTube if students are absent and need to catch-up on what they missed 
or just want to listen to a chapter again.  We also have some extra books if you want one at 
home.   

“Everyone is a reader… some just haven’t found 
their favorite book yet!”   

    

-Mrs. Hamilton, Ms. Fahey & Mrs. Shaver 

 
Social Studies 

   In September, students have been comparing the land, climate, resources and language 
of North and South America.  Most students are doing a good job staying organized and 
completing their planner and a bellringer daily.  

In October, students will create a travel journal about a state or region in the          
Americas.  Students will use a variety of materials to do some research. Then they will write 
a journal describing their adventures as they “travel” through a state or region.  Students will 
focus on working productively in a group setting. 

Overall, students are doing a fantastic job keeping up with assignments.  We have   
discussed their responsibility for making up any missed work when absent.  Daily Lessons 
are available on Google Classroom. Students are able to view the slideshow and               
information to help them complete their assignments.  The blue slide at the end of the       
lesson gives additional information for absent students. Please let me know if you have 
questions or your child needs help. 

 

-Mrs. Vodicka                                                                                                                         CONTINUED NEXT PAGE... 

 
 



Science 

September was a busy and fun month for science.  Students learned about the       
properties of matter through notes and many hands-on labs.  We will be wrapping up the 
properties unit in early October and then moving on to Earth’s Systems. This unit also         
includes plenty of labs as well as an art class project.  Thank you for all the science lab      
donations. Thank you to all 5th grade classes for their wonderful behavior and hard work 
during September science!   
 

Mr. Worden :)   

 
Math 

The beginning of fifth grade math is always a challenge! We begin by building on place 
value skills that students learned in fourth grade.  We then spend the majority of the fall 
working with decimals (adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing). Decimals are            
particularly fun because we can relate it to money.  We’re also fortunate because we can see 
decimals used in many places, like ordering food at the deli counter of a store!  
This group of fifth graders are very responsible, but in the event that they happen to forget 
their notes or homework, all students have access to the class materials on Google           
Classroom.  They know they need to sign in to their school accounts in order to access our 
notes and homework pages. If you need more help with that, please email us and we’ll be 
glad to assist you.   
Thank you for being such a fun group of kids and for making the first year of teaching all 
math enjoyable for me!  
 

--Mrs. Bucher & Ms. Fahey  

 
Writing 

We are off to a great start this year in writing! In September, we worked on writing quality 
personal narratives. Our fifth graders also did a fantastic job writing essays that compared 
and contrasted fourth and fifth grade. Next, we will be starting a PBL (project based learning) 
that will focus on writing skills on a digital platform. The students will be creating their own 
hotel businesses. Some of the challenges the students will face is to create help wanted ads, 
commercials, and business websites.  
Thank you to all for welcoming me into such a wonderful school! I can already tell that these 
students will accomplish great things this year!  
 

-Mrs. Hall 

 

 

 

Thank you from the Fifth Grade Team! 



Sixth grade is starting off in a great way! The students are adjusting to the schedule and switching 

for five different classes a day. We just went on a field trip to Ft. Drum for Environmental Awareness 

Day where the students interacted at different science/environmentally based stations. 

In ELA, the students are reading the novel Percy Jackson and The Lightning Thief with Miss 

Russell. They are learning about myths, mythological elements and the main character Percy Jackson. 

The students are practicing TTQA (Turning the question around) and answering questions and will soon 

be building up into RACEing a question where they have to provide evidence from the text for their   

answer.  For assistance in the classroom there is Mrs. Shaver, a 5th and 6th grade Reading Specialist. 

She is working with Miss Russell and Mrs. Taylor in all of the 6th grade ELA classes this year.  She is 

very excited to be a part of the Brownville-Glen Park Elementary community.  

In ELA Lab, we've been working hard on building our reading and writing skills. Students spent 

their first week writing letters to their future selves to be opened at the end of 6th grade. To wrap up 

September, we learned roots, prefixes, and suffixes that can help us determine the meaning of unknown 

words and even performed "Word Surgery". This month we'll be focusing on narrative writing and     

developing our own short stories to submit to the Echoes 

creative writing competition! 

In Science we just finished learning about           

mechanical energy. The students built amazing marble 

roller coasters that demonstrated their understanding of 

potential and kinetic energy. We are now starting heat    

energy and will do a cool ice cream lab to demonstrate 

heat transfer.  

In Social Studies, students have been very busy 

working with maps.  We have completed our handbook 

with map skills and the project using those map skills.  Students were able to pick a place anywhere in 

the world and complete the project.  Using Google Earth and other sites, students found out great       

information.  Just ask them where they want to visit!  Our first chapter takes us to prehistoric times, 

then to Mesopotamia and another project.   

 

        Continued... 



In Math class, our students are learning about multiplying, dividing, adding,    

subtracting decimal numbers.  They are now moving into converting decimals,       

fractions and percents.  Students are continuously asked to show all of their work on 

homework assignments and to have it done on time.  Please remind your child of this 

so they come prepared to school.   

Please feel free to email any of us via the school email for questions or concerns 

 

The Sixth Grade Team 

 

Mrs. Taylor (co-teacher for ELA and Math) 

Mrs. Dupee (Math) 

Mrs. Connell (Social Studies) 

Ms. Aumell (Science), Miss Beagle (ELA lab) 

Mrs. Shaver (5th/6th grade Reading Specialist) 

Miss Russell (ELA) 



3
rd

 graders are just starting to work on Meter, singing songs in 2 

and 3.  We’ve sung so many different songs, it must be a new 

record!  We’ve just learned the Disney song, “It’s a Small 

World”. 

4
th

 graders should now own their own recorder.  We’re starting 

with the basics: how to hold the recorder, how to blow gently, 

and playing our first 3 notes!  It’s very exciting, so thank you 

parents for your patience at home while your student practices! 

5
th

 graders are reviewing the six notes they learned last year in 

4
th
 grade.  We are also reviewing how to read notes and 

rhythms on the staff. 

6
th

 graders have taken a trip around the world, singing songs 

from other countries and in other languages!  So far, we have 

learned songs in Spanish and Japanese.  Our journey is far 

from over; we’ll hit the Middle East, Africa, and Europe before 

we’re done! 

The JLCMTA Bi-County Chorus is at Lowville Academy this 

year; please come November 2nd at 12:30pm to support 

our General Brown students who were selected to attend! 



Art 

News 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
It feels great to be back in the groove and creating again! 
We are all in love with our new classroom. It is the perfect 
space for us to all get to know each other.  For the first 
week of school we created “data selfies”. We expressed 
our likes and dislikes using our own art language. We 
have also been studying artist “Libs Elliott” and created a 
collaborative quilt. It is amazing what we can do when we 
all work together! 

 

ARTSONIA & INSTAGRAM 
Artsonia is the world’s largest online children’s art        
museum! We now have our own smart device in our 
classroom We will begin uploading artwork very soon. 
Students with accounts can also upload their own artwork 
from home using the free app. 

Parents- Please follow our class on Instagram! Here we 
will share photos of all the creative happenings in the art 
room. This is a great way to stay connected and inspired! 

 

 

 

 

HELP NEEDED 
We are collecting baby wipes for our classroom. If you 
would like to donate a package, please send them in with 
your child. We greatly appreciate your support! 

 

Data Selfie (above) and our class quilt 
(below)  



 

 

Students in Physical Education have been working on soccer skills through minor                
progressions and modified games. Students are learning the basics of the game while                   
incorporating the rules and philosophies of the game. Students will be transitioning into our         
fitness unit in the following weeks. Students will be assessed on their cardiovascular endurance, 
muscular endurance, and flexibility. Assessment is done through the Presidential Physical Fitness 
Test (4-6) and the Mr. Peanut Physical Fitness Test (3). As Physical Education Teachers we hope that 
families can encourage their children to participate in activities to improve their overall physical 
fitness at home.  

 Please remember to work with your children at home on taking their dangly  earrings out 
before Physical Education Class. All dangly jewelry/earrings must be taken off for students to      
participate in class activities. In addition the weather is changing quickly so it is a good idea to pack 
that sweat shirt or coat for outdoor activities. Packing sneakers is also going to be important when 
the boots come out for the winter weather.  

Your encouragement and cooperation with the Physical Education Dress Code will allow 
your child to have a safe and joyful learning experience. We appreciate your help and enjoy     
working with your child. 

Mr. Knowlton and Mr. Elkin 


